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The assessment of the general situation of the 
education in Yemen during 2015-2016 

 

Bena Charity believes that Education is the only key for a bright future. 
Without it, we are apt to be without ideals; without ideas. With such a believe, Bena 
has had a vision and a mission to achieve accordingly through supporting and 
boosting education inside the community. With the Studies & Educational Media 
Center, Bena Charity has issued this report to be submitted to the authorities and 
organizations concerned. 

Introduction:- 

During the war, took a place for about two years, the education in our 
country became in a very dangerous situation. Besides the serious consequences left 
on education by the war, the education itself became one of the war means used by 
the conflicting parties and a tool to do what is worse in the reality. What's more, the 
longtime the war continues, the more dangerous the situation becomes as its impact 
extends to new areas inside the country. 

This report aims to assess the general education situation in Yemen 
nationally and locally (governorates) during 2015-2016, based on wide collection of 
database – quantity and formal and informal quality – to get basic information 
related to the serious situation of the education in the different areas and provide 
analysis about the obstacles hindering the education with the possible solutions on 
three levels; governmental, ministerial and schools. 

For an easy presentation, the report assesses attentionally the education situation of 
the governorates through classifying it to three main areas, which are: 

 

1. "Inflamed Area" contents of five governorates (Taiz – Albaydha – Mareb – 
Aljawf – Shabwah) 

2. Areas under the control of the legitimate government" contents of (Aden, 
Lahj, Hadhramout, Aldhale'a, Abyian) 

3. Areas under the control of Alhauthiy's group and ex-president forces which 
are the remaining governorates of Yemen 
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Main Results:- 

The report explains though the efforts and procedures made by the ministry with its 
partners of local and international NGOs during 2015-2016, 1600 schools have been 
closed in the whole country. This is to say that one out of ten working schools 
remained closed (10%), while 34% has been totally or somehow damaged and 22% 
has been either destroyed or occupied.  

That's what made about one million and three hundred children (6-17 ages) 
depraved from continuing their study. It means that one child out of five registered 
in schools was not able to continue their study, which is about (22%). 

There is one child out of six in the same age which is about 16% (eight hundred 
thousands) children displaced with their families to other areas inside the county, 
which are more secure and resumed their study in alternative schools (governmental 
schools or learning centers) which lack to the lowest level to meet the specifications 
of any standard schools may have. 30% of registered students in the general 
education, on only a stand-by situation, received no education yet; they have had 
success results though. About 40% of teachers and education staff were able to do 
their jobs during this year, part or full time, as the studying hours that students had 
were less than the overall average. 

The educational attainment reduced to less than 60% based on teachers' survey. 
There are results of prospective study conducted by the Studying and Education 
Media Center in Taiz city, saying that 67% of students between ages of (6-14 years) 
have been scolded either by their families, teachers or other people 

These indicators vary between a province and another. 

 

Inflamed Provinces 

A third of depraved children of further education in Yemen live in five inflamed 
provinces, such as; Taiz – Albaydha – Mareb – Aljawf – Shabwah in which the 
percentage of the closed schools was about 47% than the overall average in Yemen. 

Taiz governorate, considered number one among the number of the registered 
students in overall Yemen, has been the most depraved one with compression to the 
other governorates. 400 schools were closed, which means that a quarter of schools 
of the governorate, about 20% of them was either damaged or used for military 
actions and 35% was hardly or partly destroyed, depraving almost 200000 students 
(girls & boys) of continuing their study. 

What's more, about 28% children were able to continue studying as they were 
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displaced with their families to other secure areas and resumed their study in 
educational centers, with supporting initiatives or alternative schools which lack to 
the lowest level of having proper specifications. 

The war and the siege imposed on Taiz and the extension of clashes to most of its 
districts have played a big role in increasing the number of depraved-children of 
education as some schools and initiatives were bombed during the learning hours. 
What's more, the education has been run from Sana'a or out of the city as the 
decision of appointing a general manager for the Education Office in Taiz played a 
big role in manipulating with the financial allowances and changing the funded 
programs by international organizations and caused 90% of absent teachers in the 
three districts of the city. That's made the schools use more than 1800 volunteers 
who most of them lack to experience and good training which made a negative 
impact for educational attainment as teachers have confirmed by. 

In Aljawf province, the conflict caused the absence of teachers, coming out of the 
province, who were about 70%, making a paralysis for the educational process. The 
social culture and the high illiteracy rate contributed to weaken the community 
response to solve such a problem. 
 
In Mareb and Albaydha provinces, the tribe environment and the high intensity of 
the conflict made hundreds of children leave their schools and fight with the 
conflicting parties. 
 
In Shabwah province, even though it had been far away from the conflict area at the 
beginning of the year, ten of schools stopped teaching at the second half of studying. 

In the governorates, located under the legitimate government control, the education 
process delayed for more than three months at the beginning of the year, except in 
Hadhramout province. Even though the contribution made by countries and NGOs in 
rehabilitating hundreds of schools in Aden, and being Hadhramout far away from 
damages somehow, there was about 17% of schools closed than the overall schools 
of Yemen. There were a third of the general education students of Abyian province 
studied in tents or alternative schools. 

In Lahj, most of the schools used as shelter centers for displaced people in which it 
made the educational situation and children return for study so difficult and a lot of 
damages happened to the schools as well.  

In Aldhale'a, some areas remained inflamed and the violence actions rose which 
made more than 25 schools close their doors. 

In Aden and Hadhramout provinces, lawlessness created a scary case to inhabitants 
which made them stop sending their sons to schools for months as some of the 
armed factions proceeded to impose a radical orientation on schools. 

In governorates under Alhauthy's control and the ex-president's forces, 36% of 
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schools of overall in Yemen are closed. The depraved students of continuing their 
study in these governorates have been 58% of overall Yemen during 2015-2016 as 
they were one million three hundreds ones (girls & boys). The education situation in 
these ten governorates varies from a province to another as the closed schools in 
Sadah were 45% of overall the governorate in which it became the first one among 
the other governorates accordingly – thousands of students left their schools and 
join Alhauthy's armed band, as well. 

Hajjah and Emran just comes after Saddah with 10% and 8% on succession while 
about 37% of closed schools were in the other governorates 

Even though the studying curriculum were in those governorates, Alhauthy's armed 
band worked on using the education in most of the areas they control to apply their 
principles and communalism concepts to boost their political existence and serve 
their military actions for creating new advocating generation. They have used 
schools to commandeer children to fight in streets which would have a long bad 
impact on the children. 

Challenges 

In addition to the ongoing war and its extension to new areas and the suspended 
education process in most of the region, there are several challenges in which the 
general education faces and the budget constriction has been the most hinder as the 
allocated money was used for military actions besides the donors absence that the 
ministry used to rely a lot on funding the education.  

Furthermore, there was the weakness of secure mechanisms, the interpenetrate of 
education and politic standards which caused partition inside the ministry; the 
weakness of administrative capacities efficiencies to work in emergency case; the 
lack to have cleared work plan currently; the lack to good skills in collecting data and 
information and designing questionnaires in which they help in diagnosing reality 
scientifically and help to choose proper mechanisms to interfere in solving exist 
problems. There was administrative flabbiness and an absence of administrative-
controlled mechanisms caused dispersing efforts due to the lack of regularity inside 
the ministry with the efforts of the local and international NGOs, which became 
somehow vanished   

Regarding the teachers level, the challenges were in the inefficiency they lack to and 
the schools' need to proper possibilities and specifications that any school has to 
have besides the absence of teachers' adaption with the high pressure made on rural 
schools by the displacement , the constriction of learning hours and the lack to 
school books. What's more, the high literacy case and the community culture 
besides the economic situation of the inhabitants and the internal displacement 
made the education out of many families' priorities in such a period. 
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Recommendations 

1. To work on stopping the ongoing invasion of education and invite the conflict 
parties to respect the international humanitarian law and stop launching 
attacks on schools and educational facilities or using them for military 
actions. This needs strong pressure from the local civilian and international 
community organizations besides creating general awareness on the special 
laws of protecting education with various media coverage during such clashes 
and wars. 

2. To seek for education-funding alternatives and contribute inhabitants, 
trading characters and the civilian community organizations and finding new 
partners. 

3. To work on expanding the education formally and non-formally in order to 
include educational initiatives in mosques and residential neighborhoods in 
which it might be reachable for all without any tuition fees. What's more, 
new educational initiatives should be created to cover the inflamed areas and 
enable them to get rid of any difficulties that hinder a student to go to a 
school – this is to say that internet and social networks should be well-used 
by providing new applications that children could attend the education 
through. 

4. To make pressure, using different means, on stopping the partition happened 
inside the ministry of education and any new recruitments in administrative 
positions and to get ride of any further politics during making any future 
decisions so that the role of the educational unions should be functioned to 
contribute effectively. 

5. To prepare a strategic plan for an emergency case, focusing on the human 
rights dimension and assuring the fast recovery of the education system after 
the war so that such a strategy should respect the international orientations 
applied in emergency cases. 

6. To unify the data collections mechanism and prepare special templates used 
accordingly and train the educational administrations on how to prepare 
questionnaire and design papers for collecting data and analyzing it so that it 
could be used for making assessment for the current situation and providing 
scientific solutions. Therefore, we should get an advantage of the technical 
experiences of UNICEF, UNISCO and Arab Organizations to contribute the 
special academics with it besides thinking of designing an electronic platform 
to cover such gab. 
 

7. To train educational leaders on working in emergency cases and get an advantage of 
the program offered by the international organizations which focused on the lowest 
standards of the education quality made by the International Agency, besides 
psychological guidance and raising up the capacities of teachers in running classes, 
particularly the primary classes' teachers. 
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8. To coordinate the efforts done by organizations, national and international 
initiatives and official and unofficial entities in order to achieve the 
integration of performance that assists in expanding the work extension in 
the most depraved-areas, particularly the rural districts which suffer from the 
conflict. The education office with organizations, initiatives and parents 
councils in every governorate or district in this case could determine the 
urgent needs and put the priorities in which everyone has to committee 
himself to apply. 

9. To raise the awareness through media and mosques on the importance of 
education and the risks of leaving schools or using them for recruitment. 
10. To think of practical and new solutions for the teachers' absence and the 
administrative discipline weakness  than the financial discounts process which 
have been applied mostly for political purposes that achieved no educational 
interests 
 

11. To work on finding a fund for voluntary teachers 
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Graphics 

The indicators of the general education in Yemen 2015/2016 

Report Date 13th Aug 2016 
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A report on the situation of university education in Taiz (Governmental 

and Private Ones) 

 Governmental Universities – Taiz University 

 The return of studies in some colleges to resume the 

second semester (2014/2015) and exams' procedures; 

 The number of students registered in Taiz University has 

been more than 30000 students; 

 There are more than 6000 students in need for shelter 

centers and urgent financial aids; 

 Due to Alhauthies broken into the university and made 

its buildings and furniture almost damaged , the 

university needs to be operated within an urgent cost of 

400000 $ (four hundred thousand dollar); 

 About 90 % of Teaching Members have been displaced 

due to the damage happened to their homes during the 

war so that they need to find proper houses to be able 

and do their jobs in the universities; 

 Private Universities and Institutes: 

- The impossibility of resuming the education process due to the 

lack of proper universities and institutes for being located on 

clashes line; 

- The inability of different institutes in the governorate to finish 

education process due to the direct damage of 95 % of the 

institutes; 
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- 90% of private universities are still closed due to the direct 

damage; 

- 10% of private universities opened and 25% of students who 

were able to go back for studying; 

- 80% of students of private universities and institutes were 

displaced while 50% of them finished studying in other 

governorates. 

 

Statistics 

 30000 the number of students registered in Taiz University 

 70% were able to make the tests  of the second semester 

for 2014/2015 

 400000 $ the estimated cost operation for reactivating Taiz 

University urgently 

 90 % of displaced of Teaching Members due to the damage 

happened to their homes during the war 
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Graphics 

Education Indicators in Taiz (Universities – Institutes) 

Reported on 13
th

 Aug 2016 


